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ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-15 

USIA-15 ACDA-19 IO-15 OMB-01 DRC-01 /128W 

055478 

R 091950Z OCT 73 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8368 
INFO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 

UNCLAS MEXICO 7620 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, MX, XM 

SUBJE: RABASA ON FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING IN BOGOTA. 

1. IN AP INTERVIEW REPORTED ON OCTOBER 8 IN MEXICO CITY PRESS, 

FOREIGN SECRETARY RABASA SAID LATIN AMERICAN FOREIGN MINISTERS 
WILL MEET IN BOGOTA DURING FIRST HALF OF NOVEMBER TO "CREATE 
STRUCTURE OF WHAT WE HOPE WILL BE U.S. POLICY TOWARD LATIN AMERICA." 
HE SAID MEETING WILL BE ORGANIZED BY FOREIGN MINISTERS OF COLOMBIA, 
VENEZUELA, PANAMA, COSTA RICA AND HIMSELF. HE HOPED MEETING 
WOULD OMIT TRADITIONAL LATIN AMERICAN RHETORICAL SPEECHES, 

WOULD COME UP WITH TEN TO FIFTEEN GENERAL PRINCIPLES IN GOOD 
TASTE AND SHOWING COMMON SENSE, AND WOULD AVOID "OPEN HOSTILITY" 
OR "PROFESSIONAL PRAISE" FOR U.S. 

2. RABASA SAID HE FAVORED CUBAN PARTICIPATION BUT THIS 
WOULD DEPEND ON CUBA AND COLOMBIA. 

3. RABASA PREDICTED THAT LATIN AMERICAN FOREIGN MINISTERS 
WILL DEMAND THAT U.S. RETURN SOVERAIGNTY OF CANAL ZONE TO 
PANAMA. THIS, HE SAID, IS ONE OF THE FEW COMMON CAUSES AMONG 
LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. HE FURTHER ASSUMED THAT DECISIONS 
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ON FUTURE OF OAS WOULD BE RELATED TO OUTCOME OF BOGOTA MEETING. 
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